
Nearly invisible experience
Andi Steele's art installation toys with perception and
perspective
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In a contemporary visual culture cluttered with movement, color, shape and form, it may seem
ironic a minimalist artistic presentation can provide a most powerful perceptive experience.
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Such is certainly the case with Andi Steele's site-specific installations (this exhibit is set in
ATHICA, though the gallery is on lease by the artist and the installation is not part of ATHICA's
own exhibit schedule). Utilizing nothing more than a handful of screws and lengthy strands of
nearly invisible monofilament - a material more commonly known as fishing line, this recent
graduate of the University of Georgia's Master of Fine Arts program creates alluring and
confounding interactive installations that provide an often dizzying exercise in competing
perceptions and skewed perspective.

In "Skewed Triangulation," Steele's most recent installation which opens Saturday evening, the
artist takes over the entire gallery, subtly altering the stark, industrial exhibit space with divisions
of converging and parallel lines that truly must be experienced to be understood.

Steele's work - taut, translucent strands which soar and twist and undulate through an
architectural space, is often imperceptible upon initial approach. But as a viewer walks into the
web-like cages created by the artist, they become suddenly aware the area in which they
thought they existed has been redefined.

"Most people feel it before they see it," says Steele of the extra-sensory perception the work
instills in a viewer. "That spatial awareness and the ability to manipulate it with this kind of
material is very interesting."

Steele, whose artistic pursuits began with a career in graphic design, spent seven years in the
arts and crafts Mecca of Penland, N.C., where she honed her skills in a variety of media
including paper-making, blacksmithing, pottery and glass-blowing. She began working in
monofilament

about a year and a half ago, around the same time she began practicing aerial dance with
Athens' Canopy Studio. Although the artist herself had not made the connection between the
two media - performance on the trapeze and overhead installations of undulating line - the
combination of technicality, grace, movement and spatial involvement reveals the complementary
nature of the two pursuits as well as the artist's own intuitive obsessions.
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"Even when they're just straight lines, the play of light and shadow makes movement," she
notes of the kinetic effects of her precise and static installations.

'Skewed Triangulation'

A site-specific, space altering installation by Andi Steele

When: 7-10 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 21 opening reception; exhibit runs through Sept. 4

Where: Chase Street Warehouse Complex, 160 Tracy St. #3

Gallery hours: 6-9 p.m. Thursdays and Fridays; 1-4 p.m. Saturdays or by appointment
(andisteele@bellsouth.net)
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